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SUMMARY

If it can be assumed that objects on Pictish stones are representations of those in contemporary use
in Pictland, then a brief survey suggests that Pictish culture owed a strong debt to Roman Britain and
Anglo-Saxon England.

INTRODUCTION

Although Pictish sculptures have been studied intensively from an art historical standpoint,
little attention has been paid to the details of Pictish life that some of them furnish, with the
notable exception of a study of the animals on Class I stones (Gordon 1966). While Pictish
iconography parallels that found elsewhere in the art of contemporary Christian Europe, many of
the details are peculiar to Pictland. This was recognized by Joseph Anderson, who wrote

Though details of these diagrammatic human figures are treated in a conventional manner,
there can be no doubt that the costume, the weapons and other accessories, are those of the
country and the time (Anderson 1880, 122).

CHARIOT

There is a single representation of a chariot in Pictish sculpture, on the lost Meigle No 10
stone (illus 1a). It has high, twelve-spoked wheels, ornamental openwork sides, and an awning of
indeterminate type over the figures. It is pulled by two horses or ponies with braided tails, and
appears to have a single shaft. The traces pass through what appears to be a ring.

It was suggested that this was a representation of the Ascension of Elijah (Allen &
Anderson 1903, 331): this seems unlikely since there are three figures in the chariot and the
apparently secular nature of the other carvings on the slab (of an archer hunting a beast, of a
hound and of a monster eating a man) is more in keeping with a hunting scene of the type much
favoured by Pictish sculptors.

The Meigle chariot is not descended from those of the pre-Roman Iron Age, as might be
supposed since the Caledonians, the ancestors of the Picts, are reported as having used chariots at
Mons Graupius. Ian Stead has argued that representations are unreliable evidence for what Celtic
Iron Age chariots looked like. A possible exception to this is one illustrated on a relief from
Chiusi (1965, 265). This shows a rounded side wing, a feature absent from the Pictish
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