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31st July 1942

Dear Sir,

You may remember that a short time ago i wrote to you concerning 
the visit of one of our directors to Scotland in search of a 
suitable location for a sequence in one of our films. He has 
selected Portmahomack and hopes to start work within the next 
fortnight.

(extract of a letter from e.hudson-crown film unit-to the chief 
constable-ross and cromarty county constabulary.) 

 2010

In 1942 Portmahomack was chosen as the location of a fictional 
Norwegian fishing village for part of a Documentary/Propaganda film 
portraying Allied resistance to German occupation.
This sequence (originally intended as an episode in a film entitled 
‘Calling all Peoples’) shows the desperate plight of the local fishermen 
as they are forced to give up their catch to the Germans while their 
families are left starving and the subsequent struggle to liberate 
themselves.

'Before the Raid' is a Crown Copyright film and was remastered from original materials preserved by the BFI National Archives.
Warning - this film is for domestic viewing purposes only. 
Any copying or public showing of this film is illegal without proper permission from the BFI National Archives.
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